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PART II—ESTABLISHMENT, POWERS AND
FUNCTIONS OF THE AUTHORITY

5. (1) There is established an Authority to be known as
the National Biosafety Authority.

(2) The Authority is a body corporate with perpetual
succession and a common seal and shall, in its corporate name,
be capable of—

(a) suing and being sued:
(b)  taking, purchasing or otherwise
acquiring,  holding,  charging  or

disposing of moveable and immovable
property;

(c) entering into contracts:; and

(d)  doing or performing all other things or
acts necessary for the  proper

Establishment of
the Authority.
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performance of its functions under this
Act, which may lawfully be done or
performed by a body corporate.

Board of the 6. (1) The Authority shall be managed by a Board

Authorty. :
e comprising of—

(a)

a chairperson, who shall be an eminent
scientist, appointed by the Minister;

the Permanent Secretary in the Ministry
for the time being responsible for
science and technology;

the Permanent Secretary in the ministry
for the time being responsible for
finance;

the Permanent Secretary of the Ministry
for the time being responsible for

agriculture;

the Director-General of the National
Environment Management Authority;

the Managing Director of the Kenya
Bureau of Standards;

the Managing Director of the Kenya
Plant Health Inspectorate Services;

the Director of the Department of
Veterinary Services;

the Secretary of the National Council
for Science and Technology;

the Chief Public Health Officer;

six other persons appointed by the
Minister; of whom at least two shall be
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of either gender and of whom-

(i) three shall be experts in the
following respective sciences.

namely biological,
environmental and social
sclences;

(i1) one shall represent interests of
CONSUMers:

(iii)  one shall represent the interests
of farmers:

(iv)  one shall represent the interests
of the biotechnology industry;
and

() a Chief Executive officer appointed
under section 12.  who shall be the
Secretary to the Board.

(2) The members of the Board appointed under
paragraphs (b) to (j) of subsection (1) may attend in person or
designate a representative to attend on their behalf.

(3) The appointment of the chairperson and the
members under paragraphs (k) and (1) of subsection (1) shall
be by name and by notice in the Gazette.

(4) The chairman and members of the Board. other
than the ex officio members. shall hold office for a period of
three years but shall be eligible for reappointment for a further
term of three years.

7. (1) The object and purpose for which the Authority
is established is to exercise general supervision and control
over the transfer, handling and use of genetically modified
organisms with a view to ensuring—

(1) safety of human and animal health:
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