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Biotechnology Discussion Forum for Stakeholders in Kenya (Aug – Dec 2009)
ABSF has launched a monthly biotech stakeholder’s discussion forum in Kenya that will be inaugurated on the 25th of August 2009. The forum will bring together biotechnology stakeholders including farmers, media, consumers and policy makers in government with a view to re-invigorating the stakeholder biotech activities in the country after the biosafety law was signed by the president earlier in the year.

The main objectives of the forum will include:

· Way forward in Kenya’s biotechnology development after the biosafety legislation process was completed.
· Discussions and recommendations for effective biosafety regulations framework for operationalization of the Biosafety Act.

· Discussions and proposals on composition of the National Biosafety Authority (NBA) especially relevant cross-sector representations.

· Moving from the laboratory, confined field trials to open field demonstrations. What effective role can biotech stakeholders play to take biotechnology to end users

· Effective collaborations and partnerships in taking biotechnology to the end users and communicating accurately to consumers in Kenya.

ABSF has received funding from the Business Advocacy Fund (BAF) in Kenya and Croplife International to facilitate this forum that will be organized on a monthly basis in Nairobi.
During the discussion forum, ABSF will invite facilitators from known professionals in the Kenya biotech sector from the public institutions, universities, biotech NGOs and also contact biotech farmers in the country.

It is envisaged that proposals and recommendations resulting from this forum will be utilized by relevant public sector institutions including the National Council for Science and Technology (NCST), Ministry of Agriculture, Kenya Agricultural Research Institute and the Kenya Plant health Inspectorate Service in streamlining their public activities in biotech in tandem with the wishes of the wider stakeholder community in Kenya, especially the farmer and the consumers. 

ABSF represents all stakeholders in biotechnology in Africa currently with over 1300 individual members in 31 African countries, including small and medium sized enterprises involved in research, development, testing and commercialization of biotechnology applications as well as national biotechnology forums in 18 African countries. Through its membership, ABSF is the window and voice of millions of biotechnology stakeholders in Africa representing farmers, scientists, consumers, manufacturers, politicians and government bodies.

ABSF also communicates biotechnology through the Agricultural Biotechnology Network in Africa – ABNETA (www.abneta.org) which has been acting as an African portal for dissemination of biotech information to the rest of the continent. 
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