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ABSF and Cereal Growers Association (CGA) Farmer’s Day (2nd November 2009)
ABSF is partnering with the CGA in Kenya to outreach mainstream maize farmers through a farmer’s field day during the turn of the year. The farmer’s day will target between 1,500 and 4,500 Large, Medium and small Scale maize in Central Rift Valley Province.  
During the event ABSF will distribute of pamphlets, brochures and biotechnology communication booklets that will educate the public on the accurate nature of the technology and how it can be harnessed for development especially in the agricultural sector for improved and increased crop and animal production.

ABSF hopes to attain the following targets during the 5 day exhibition at the agricultural SHOW:

· Reach out to at least 3,000 smallholder farmers 

· Reach out to at least 1,000 medium scale farmers

· Reach out to at least 500 large scale farmers

ABSF will then develop and implement a biotechnology outreach programme for the rift valley region that will seek to target farmers and prepare them for the advent of commercial production of transgenic crops especially bt maize that is at an advanced confined field trial in the Kenya Agricultural Research Institute fields.

From January 2010, ABSF will actively work with CGA in all its calendar of activities in the country with a target to reach at least 30,000 famers during the same year through farmers field days and other organized open day activities that benefit agricultural producers in the country. ABSF will distribute more than 50,000 biotech communication materials to relevant farmers and similarly build their capacity in biotechnology during the same period.

ABSF represents all stakeholders in biotechnology in Africa currently with over 1300 individual members in 31 African countries, including small and medium sized enterprises involved in research, development, testing and commercialization of biotechnology applications as well as national biotechnology forums in 18 African countries. Through its membership, ABSF is the window and voice of millions of biotechnology stakeholders in Africa representing farmers, scientists, consumers, manufacturers, politicians and government bodies.

ABSF also communicates biotechnology through the Agricultural Biotechnology Network in Africa – ABNETA (www.abneta.org) which has been acting as an African portal for dissemination of biotech information to the rest of the continent. 
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