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The ABSF and Uganda Biotech Partnership Programme Discussion Week (17th August 2009)
A delegation from ABSF will be visiting Uganda on the week beginning 17th August to discuss the collaboration and partnership arrangements and sign a memorandum of Understanding between the two organizations in aspects of biotechnology programme of activities between Kenya and Uganda. The ABSF delegation will be led by the Senior Programmes Officer at ABSF Dr Felix M’mboyi who will represent ABSF’s Executive Director professor Norah Olembo in the negotiations and signing of the memorandum of understanding between the two organizations.

It will be the first time that the African Biotechnology Stakeholders Forum (ABSF) will be marking a milestone in regional biotechnology collaboration by teaming up with a public research institution in Uganda in order to open an office where an ABSF Programmes Officer will be seconded and stationed. The new office in Uganda will enable ABSF to closely monitor, collaborate and communicate effectively on issues related to biotechnology development between the two institutions. 
Collaboration issues will include: how to engage private sector as potential partners in scaling up uptake of biotechnology innovations; what we would consider to be regional priorities for biotechnology research for development and how to work collaboratively to address those priority areas; and a whole host of issues around sustainable financing for biotech innovations including things like venture capital and incentives. We could also explore the functionality of the biosafety decision making processes and information sharing mechanisms across the region.
Amongst the other areas of mutual interest and cooperation that were also identified in the new partnership would include but not limited to:
1. Exchange of information on current research priorities and activities in Uganda and Kenya.

2. Communication on field trails of transgenic crops in Kenya and Uganda.

3. Field visits between Uganda and Kenyan scientists for best practices and lessons learnt.

4. Biotechnology materials exchange (tissue culture and transgenic materials) for mutual benefit between Uganda and Kenya especially in meeting the food security objective.

5. Research scientists’ exchanges for internships and post graduate learning.
6. Collaborative biotechnology research surveys for both national and trans-boundary surveys in Uganda and Kenya.

7. Joint scientific publications, development of biotechnology materials and other communication tools for use in the region.
ABSF and the Ugandan will sign a memorandum of understanding in the new partnership arrangement and define the level of collaboration that will see several joint activities undertaken in the field of biotechnology development between Kenya and Uganda.
The ABSF Uganda office will serve as the focal centre through ABSF will obtain current status of biotechnology activities in Uganda as they happen on a daily basis and will similarly serve as a channeling point for communication arising from the current status of biotechnology in Kenya. 

ABSF represents all stakeholders in biotechnology in Africa currently with over 1300 individual members in 31 African countries, including small and medium sized enterprises involved in research, development, testing and commercialization of biotechnology applications as well as national biotechnology forums in 18 African countries. Through its membership, ABSF is the window and voice of millions of biotechnology stakeholders in Africa representing farmers, scientists, consumers, manufacturers, politicians and government bodies.

ABSF also communicates biotechnology through the Agricultural Biotechnology Network in Africa – ABNETA (www.abneta.org) which has been acting as an African portal for dissemination of biotech information to the rest of the continent. 

ABNETA Super goal – To support the use of Biotechnology to improve agriculture in Africa

ABNETA Objectives 
1. Recruit Members 

2. Build a database of Laboratories / Personnel / Techniques / Projects / Crops / Traits of crop biotechnologists and breeders working in Africa 

3. Promote information exchange and collaboration 

4. Improve public awareness 

5. Encourage formation of positive policies.
6. Run a website which is well functioning, information rich, up to date, accurate, clear[image: image1.png]
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AFRICAN BIOTECHNOLOGY STAKEHOLDERS FORUM


(For Enhanced Public Awareness of Biotechnology to Alleviate Hunger and Poverty)


P.O. Box 66069, 00800, Nairobi Kenya, Tel: +254 20 833 0243 / +254 20 833 0242 


Cell phones: +254 734 333283 / +254 720 223244 Fax: +254 20 833 0241, E-mail: � HYPERLINK "mailto:absf@absfafrica.org" ��absf@absfafrica.org� 


KARI/NARL Complex, Waiyaki Way  Opposite ABC Place
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