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ABSF Launch Of A “Tissue Culture Banana Ochard” At The Kakamega Agricultural Society Of Kenya Show Grounds (23rd may 2009)
ABSF Regional Secretariat Office and its affiliate biotechnology partners in Kenya will launch a Tissue Culture Banana Demonstration Farm at the Kakamega Provincial Agricultural Society of Kenya SHOW Grounds on the 23rd May 2009. 

ABSF plans to develop and manage a tissue culture banana demonstration farm at the SHOW grounds to serve as a “learning site” for the cultivation of the tissue culture banana varieties whose benefits to the smallholder resource poor includes:

· A Cash crop for household income. A mature orchard is harvested throughout the year which ensures that households have a crop to sale all the time

· Food Security. Tissue Culture bananas are a good source of vitamin C which keeps family members healthy.

· Tissue culture bananas mature early than the conventional banana varieties.

· Tissue culture bananas are disease free during planting and do not carry diseases from the mother plant.

· Bigger fruit i.e. bunches of up to between 35-60kgs compared to conventional varieties that weigh up to only 15 kgs.

· Uniformity of the orchard. The tissue culture banana varieties mature uniformly which enhances marketing.

The demonstration farm will act as a seeing-is-believing hub for the western Kenya region whose climate is the most suitable for banana production in the country. It is envisaged that farmer groups from the region will have the opportunity to see for themselves how the banana orchard is managed for maximum benefit. The demonstration site will also serve to show case the technology for other groups including schools, colleges, and other institutions dealing with agriculture and science in general. 

The site will also be used to demonstration other agricultural biotechnology applications in the region including passion fruit, pawpaw, citrus, avocadoes and others.

COLLABORATION

ABSF will donate tissue culture banana seedlings and build capacity for the management of the orchard while the Athi River Mining Company will donate their new “MAVUNO” fertilizer product which will be used for planting the crop. The Agricultural Society of Kenya, Kakamega chapter will donate land and provide management for the orchard husbandry. 

FUTURE PERSPECTIVES

ABSF also plans to open other demonstration sites for tissue culture bananas and other biotechnology applications in all the other provincial Agricultural Society of Kenya SHOWS within the next 24 months. This will ensure that the vast majority of the public and farmers in all regions of the country understand the nature and benefits of biotechnology in agricultural productivity. 

It is projected that up to 1.5 million farmers per year will have an opportunity to know about the benefits of biotechnology applications in agriculture once all the demonstration sites have been established. This will be possible through the ASK SHOWS calendar when hundreds of thousands of farmers, consumers and the general public flock the ASK SHOWS for viewing of the latest technologies and applications in agriculture production throughout the eight provinces where the SHOWS are held annually. 
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