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Mombasa International Trade Fair (12th – 16th August 2009)
ABSF is partnering with the Kenya Plant Health Inspectorate Service (KEPHIS) during this year’s Mombasa International trade fair that opens its doors on the 12th of August. ABSF will exhibit biotechnology information and products resulting from tissue culture banana programmes that it has initiated in Western Kenya. The exhibition stand will also feature ABSF staff who will educate the public on the potential of biotechnology in agricultural productivity and other related areas in Kenya’s development.

ABSF hopes to reach up to 10,000 SHOW goers in Mombasa through distribution of pamphlets, brochures and biotechnology communication booklets that will educate the public on the accurate nature of the technology and how it can be harnessed for development especially in the agricultural sector for improved and increased crop and animal production.

ABSF hopes to attain the following targets during the 5 day exhibition at the agricultural SHOW:

· Reach out to at least 5,000 farmers in the coast province

· Reach out to at least 3,000 consumers and members the public

· Reach out to at least 1,500 students fro mainstream educational institutions

· Reach out to at least 300 institutional representatives

· Reach out to at least 150 farmers organizations

· Reach out to at least 50 media representatives
It will be the first time that ABSF will be exhibiting at the Mombasa SHOW and the opportunity will be used to outreach farmers who have been inquiring about tissue culture banana seedlings and their modes of cultivation. ABSF will then develop and implement a biotechnology outreach programme for the coastal region that will seek to target farmers and prepare them for the advent of commercial production of transgenic crops including bt maize and transgenic cassava amongst others that will e rolling out in the near future.
ABSF represents all stakeholders in biotechnology in Africa currently with over 1300 individual members in 31 African countries, including small and medium sized enterprises involved in research, development, testing and commercialization of biotechnology applications as well as national biotechnology forums in 18 African countries. Through its membership, ABSF is the window and voice of millions of biotechnology stakeholders in Africa representing farmers, scientists, consumers, manufacturers, politicians and government bodies.

ABSF also communicates biotechnology through the Agricultural Biotechnology Network in Africa – ABNETA (www.abneta.org) which has been acting as an African portal for dissemination of biotech information to the rest of the continent. 
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